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INSIDE this issue of REVO: 
OFrom Liberation to Revolution: viva the Iraqi resistance! 
SLiving it large at the Global Gathering, Prague 2003 


©PALESTINE: how to undermine a ceasefire 


Every two years, Britain holds 
the Defence Systems and 
_ Equipment International (DSEi), 
ssawhich is an arms fair where 
=. over 950 companies sell 
“weapons. Plenty of people are 
o fixe [UL yc=r0 im dat-pemel[Usin-7 em ole) an] os-yam al=) av(-mer-\yamant-leallal-melelalemr-lare, 
F-Jatemanliat= mem i"i-t-] eXelasmury-ve mm com 41) manliiicolal-wmigce)sam-Viclar-lalkit-lamne) 
Tele fa xoms Ml ol-lat-Memr-] a=W ol-1) ale exo) ce mnomel(ar-1ko)s-m-]ce)0lavemaal-myivela (ep 
i al=\ar- 1a =m ol-si ale xe) (emcommn «=| ane) d(1mmael0laida(--wew-lalem man marolmme-li dale 
about the small-time ‘terrorists’ like Turkey, China, Syria, etc. - 
Mante-)| diate pr-]exeleramial-mael0lalud(-\-maal-1anu-)age)ay-mnal-mViVale) (=m ela (e me 


theme] with seven vans and some motorcycles. 

There were flying sit-down protests on the roundabouts 
either side of the underpass and radical cheerleaders present 
(‘...arm the poor, then you'll get your fucking war!’). The police 
were their usual violent-selves - dealing with moving individu- 
FV ohvam Ulan) oliale melammual-iaae 

Then the comrades from REVO were able to show some real 
leadership for the movement. We remembered what we had 
KFT also Me- ham a0 =AVAOLOV-N\V/| oae-]orolUam olUli(eliaremauialaliaremeat-lia-mey mm e)ger 
testers, and spread our message down the whole line of the 
'o) Lote .¢-\o(-mam Mal=wu ole) [a -ier- | pa(-mKOME=1) ULV (-Mal-[emKomellje\-1ex-muVidalia 
Themen aLOLc=\ wom OLU Lem (am cel0l am anlialein-\w-]| M7400 of-to) 0) (=m 1 KelolomUlom-lare 
ie) daal=1olm at-]aereele-meat-lla-emai-m1e-]akcre Mm aat-lae allele m-lelale mdal-m alle lace 
AVE= Nya o)YsVZ-1 0 fom Dos) =f ol al-lalaiale Mumr-pr-]audpr- aud (er-]e)ie-)iie- mum] ale md al-meo) 0); 
just couldn't stop us. We saw how powerful the movement 
fol U] (eM ol-mnhuamr- milan) e)(-me-ed (om lL <-maal-llare 

INTo\VAVA dal =u eo) o)-MAsV(=] =m ©) XX -10 Moy mmr- late im daly amay-le mm aate)e)iiky-vem-] | Mmualciia 
reinforcements. There must have been 200 of them advancing 
1Ko)V\V-] ceo) 0] amo) (ole ¢-(o[-mm ©) al-moymual-mae)eale-le(- mice) snmni=ALOmelol! 
folUi-jal=ro mm) om-ler-][akimr-M\c-]1m-lale MV\V(-me [e) an KOMULX-r-[aloldal= ane: (ed (@mNiV(=) 
learned at REVOCAMP: de-arrest! We surrounded the two cops, 
ik ]anctomolecialiaremaal-laammr-|aremelel axeolanle-le(-meelel(omaulam-huVchVmuual=la 


/Noatslale-ie-lavem=iaie-llab 


The day started with a revelation aboard a Docklands Light 
Rail train. Whilst arms dealers are portrayed in films as 
unhinged Muslim fundamentalists, in real life they’re all boring 


wrinkly old white men. 


The Revo contingent met at the start point of the Globalise 
Resistance protest to find protesters outnumbered by GR flags. 
Ai at=me(=\elyre) amc hemant-lel-mnem\c-] ame lanai im @r-laaley-I(elameNer-liaciamaals 


Arms Trade arrived. The demo left with 100-150 people, a 
cto] ag) f= of- [ae mr-1alem- Malle [=mele-[ale(-mG],Mue-] a) emmcemiVr-] | @tol0l0mant=1K=] e-MKe) 


‘the negotiated demonstration area’ where we were penned in. 
Following speeches from the police liaison officer [telling us 
that the negotiated demonstration area was on the pavement, 


not the streets] the crowd chanted ‘Who's streets? Our streets!’ 
But we were so outnumbered by the over-reinforced cops pro- 
tecting the weapons of war that we couldn't take the streets. 
NiV(=ie (=Xel (ol =1e In Kole (-1mo le) Moy im dal-maolcololam-laleml lime laldi maal-melenmay 
DSEi blockade at 1.30pm. After a walk through the backstreets 
to avoid the police there was a failed attempt to run down the 
underpass into the east entrance of the Excel Centre (mutter- 
Tate |-eoy muna’, o)ker-]r-lat-lae al cienielcerel-m aalk}(e) aM u=) com alct- 10) Mme l-1aale 
of cat and mouse followed between groups of 50-100 activists 
Tale datum oe) l(a =e) alr-Imketelse)a(ele(-me)-1emr-lavem dal-mulale(-1gelae)vinal 
around the dual carriageway to the east of the Excel Centre. 
The road was taken once for about 90 seconds, but the police 
VV=1 q= Wo Co) [ale Mr- ml oX=1 4-10 [0] oMoymm co) (ole diate mimmdal-lameCM-Ma-melad’lqalale 
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The second European Social Forum 
(ESF) will be held in St Denis, Paris from 
12 - 16 November, bringing together 
trade unionists, NGOs and activists 
from different social and political cur- 
rents - all opposed to neo-liberalism 
and imperialism. It will be an opportu- 
nity to debate ideas on a wide variety 
of subjects and plan action for the 
year ahead. 

The first ESF was held in Florence in 
2002, bringing together some 60,000 


activists from all over 
HiAUURU ea Europe and beyond. A 


week of debate and exchange of ideas 
was crowned by a demonstration of 
over 1 million people against the War 
on Irag. The size of that demo took 
everyone by surprise and led to the 
Assembly of the Social Movements 
calling for an international day of 
protest on 15 February 2003. 

The rest, as the old cliche goes, is 
history. 20 million marched world-wide 
on that day to oppose the War and to 
call for justice for the Palestinian peo- 
ple. This was a practical example of 


what real internationalism can achieve. 


But, inspiring though the demos 
were, we can't escape the fact We did- 
n't stop the war. Governments across 
Europe (including France and Germany) 
are continuing with attacks on working 
conditions, and privatisation of health 
care, transport and other public servic- 
es. The so called Road Map has run into 
the barrier of Israeli intransigence and 
the Palestinian.people are still being 
oppressed. 

Come with REUO to the ESF 

Revolution has been involved in the 
anti-capitalist movement since J18 in 


the pair had to retreat from the mass of people. 

At about 4pm, the protest began to wind down, at least on 
the streets. Arms dealers on the trains back to their hotels were 
oT\ calm alm )K=t-110[a-moy ma al=t-lealemncelaame)al-moal-lam le .4lalem-lare, 

Yel q=r-Janliale Mlale-) ©) ey-1a-aler-(erela\vaelalmdal-malete)mmual-lame(-1ad[avemulom-lale 
explaining the effects of nerve gas, and certain people chanting 
‘arms dealers: you're dead; we'll break your fucking heads’. 


ohMit-lcoem-tole)a Mico ol-mlamelallan 


Well don’t you? 


by Justin in Kingsland 


In the time it’s taken me to even think of the opening 
line for this poem 


How many 
People 
Have 
Died 
AS a 
Result 
Of the 
System 

In which we 
Live in? 
Don’t 
You 


Think it’s time for a 


Change? 





1999. Prague, Gothenburg, Genoa, New 
York, Berlin, Seville, Evian - wherever 
the IMF, the G8 or the World Bank have 
met to plan their plunder of the world 
- we have been there to add our voice 
to the protests. We've also been active 
in the anti-war movement, the largest 
movement the UK has ever seen. 

Tired of war, exploitation, sweat- 
shops, and the injustice that the capi- 
talism produces? Then join us in Paris, 
along with the REUO groups from 
Sweden, Germany, France, Austria, 
Slovakia and the Czech Republic.. We're 
going to share our ideas and build links 
With other activists from across the 
world. We're hoping to hold a workshop 
to bring together a global movement of 
revolutionary youth against the system 
that denies us a future. We don't just 
want to talk and we don't want the ESF 
to just be a talking shop. Our aim is to 
build links with likeminded groups and 
individuals for action. We want to take 
on the capitalist system and build a 
world based on the needs of people not 


profit. 
by yuen in lewisham 


living it large at the 


GLOBAL 
GATHERING = 


About 100 activists from REVOLU- 
TION groups across Europe gathered 
outside Prague for 5 days at the 
beginning of August to discuss ideas, 
organise action and party. It was a 
great success! Everyone that partici- 
pated in the discussions and activity 
learned a lot and had a great time — 
a heatwave with non-stop sun helped 
loads, as did the price of a pint of 
beer averaging 5O0p. The Gathering 
was set in some lovely woods, a way 
away from the town but close enough 
to a lake. That’s the life... 


Everyday we had workshops on dif- 
ferent issues from revolutionary theo- 
ry like Marxism and women’s oppres- 
sion; history like the Russian 
Revolution and Spanish Civil War; to 
issues today like the rise of racism in 
Europe and the Palestinian Intifada. 
There were also practical sessions on 
how to organise for demonstrations — 
de-arresting people for instance — and 
self-defence against fascists. A simu- 
lation game where we got to "replay" 
the Russian Revolution worked well! 
It was very exciting to put into prac- 
tice what we had been learning about 
all week — to really put revolutionary 
theory to the test of action. 

Most importantly we debated and 
passed The Road to Revolution mani- 
festo as a platform to unite all the 
Revolution groups internationally, and 
as a basis for groups of youth to join 
from around the world. It’s based on 
the manifesto that Revolution UK and 
Revo Sweden had adopted the last 
year, with new sections on fascism, 
Iraq, media, the right to party and 
legalisation of drugs. Cit’ll be up on 
the website, and out in booklet form 
soon — make sure you get a copy.) 


by andy in leeds 


This was a politically important step 
that we, as World Revolution, took 
on the way to developing as an 
international network of revolu-, 
tionary youth and drawing 
new people to us. We have 
defined ourselves politically 
because it is important to 
know what you stand for 
as well as what you stand 
against. We decided to take 
up the call and fight for a 
new revolutionary internation- 
al. We elected a delegate and 
an alternate to an international 
co-ordination committee whose 
main task over the next few 
months is to prepare our participa- 
tion in the European Social Forum - a 
great opportunity to meet and discuss 
revolutionary ideas and action with 
youth from around Europe. 


But we also had a lot of fun. There 
was a DJ and Revo bar every 
evening. On the Friday night two 
Czech bands came to put on a gig, 
Rude Guerrilla and P.N.S. (Parasites 
of Our Society), and the place filled 
up with Czech punks. Some Czech 
MCs and breakdancers came along a 
couple of nights and mixed it up 
too... 


Everyone signed a Revo flag to send 
to our comrade from Revolution 
Slovakia, Mario Bango, in prison for 
defending himself against a fascist 
attack. This campaign, and cam- 
paigning against racism and fascism 
in general, will be a key focus in all 
the Revolution groups in the upcom- 
ing year. 


IN PRAGUE 
2003 
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There were some downsides — in most 
sessions we discussed in 3 separate 
language groups, Czech, English and 
German — people were talking about 
imaginative ways of translating and 
mixing it up more next year so we 
can each find out more about other 


groups’ experiences. Revo members 
from Nigeria, Indonesia, Canada, the 
USA and the Philippines couldn’t 
make it due to money problems — we 
want to fundraise over the next year 
to make sure we can get representa- 
tives from all groups to the Global 
Gathering. 


As it was, we filled about half of the 
building, and next year we’re deter- 
mined to get twice aS many people 
there at least and have the whole 
place to ourselves! If you missed this 
Gathering, make sure you get to the 
next one! Come to your next 
Revolution meeting and find out 
more. 


Francisca, Berlin, 
Germany 

| liked the camp, if | should 
name the best thing it 
would be the Russian 
Revolution workshop (an 
interactive re-run of the 
revolution). 
What will your Revo group 
do when you get back? We 
will make a new newspa- 
per, a new set of flyers and 
try to distribute them to 
young people in order to 
make them aware of revo- 
lutionary politics, and 
hopefully they will join our 
group! 


Kamini, London, UK 
The camp was brilliant, 
really good! Nice meeting 
new comrades, having dis- 
cussions and workshops. 
The workshops and practi- 
cal sessions were the best 
parts of the camp, as well 
as the re-making of the 
Russian Revolution. 

What will your Revo group 
do when you get back? We 
will continue with our 
campaigning activity and do 
more actions. For my own 
part | will use the new 
knowledge that | have 
gained here on the camp in 
my political activity. 


Lubos, Jiéim, Czech 
Republic 

It was good. The best thing 
about it was probably to 
get to know new people, 
revolutionaries from other 
countries and places. 
What will your Revo group 
do when you get back? 
People have gained a lot of 
energy, which we will put 
into our campaign this 
autumn - a solidarity cam- 
paign for the teachers who 
are going on strike in 
September, combined with 
a campaign for free access 
to higher studies and bet- 
ter pay for workers with- 
out university education. 


Martin, Prievidza, 
Slovakia 

The best thing about the 
camp must have been to 
meet all new people, espe- 
cially since | and the entire 
Slovak section are new in 
World Revolution. 
What will your Revo group 
do when you get back? Our 
main mobilisation this 
autumn is for an anti fascist 
demonstration in 
Bratislava, in memorial of 
the Slovak uprising against 
the nazi occupation in 
1944. 


Mats, Stockholm, 
Sweden 

| liked the seminars best. 
The one about Brazil and 
the new president Lula was 
very interesting. The 
demonstration workshop 
and the punk concert were 
also highly rewarding. 
What will your Revo group 
do when you get back? Our 
main priority is anti fas- 
cism. The fascists are on 
the rise in Stockholm, at 
the same time as more and 
more people are tired and 
pissed off about their poli- 
tics. There will be several 
demonstrations against the 
fascists in Stockholm this 
autumn. 
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_ There he goes O O o o 
bein With EXOlOKZWON Wn 2 Caphall G 
| wanker of | coon HSBC <x) At ras of 2002 HSBC was making £6.1 ea It is 


one of the largest banks in the world, with business interests all around the globe - as the adverts 
say "the worlds local bank". Why the interest in this one bank? Well, not just because HSBC was 
partly to thank for Argentina's economy crashing in 2001 (most of the blame must, of course, go to 
the International Monetary Fund) but also because | have just got a job there. This brings up a 
number of issues: firstly how can a revolutionary who is opposed to capitalism work in a bank of all 


) smile, his 
1 tanned 
face-lift 
face and 
a mouth 


i 7 full of . places? Well, socialists are not against working in certain industries, even the army is a place 
y racist shit, | where revolutionaries have been active. Working in a bank does not make you a hypocrite 
B ei because nearly every job under capitalism helps the ‘system’ in some way; we can’t all boycott 
erlusconi 


every job that in is someway ‘bad’. Part of a revolutionary's job is to organise workers against the 
é bosses. And when you live in a town of high unemployment and you are young and inexperi- 
sean i ee . 4 enced, you don't have much choice. You get my drift. 
bit tight, Wanker of a Lifetime would But the other thing that | wanted to talk about was my wage. Let's put it like this - it Is not a lot. 
Now why does a bank that earns over £6 billion a year not pay its staff well? Well this is where 
old Marx hit the nail on the head — that's how they make the £6 billion. Economists generally say 
that businesses make profits from the market places where they sell their goods, but Marx saw it 
differently. He said that capitalists make money from their workers, who make their goods but 
(all communists, apparently) and the | don't get paid the full value of their labour. If | was to figure out how much money | actually earn 
journalists who compared Mussolini | for my bank in an hour (how many customers served, how many forms processed, etc) that is the 
to Saddam Hussein take the wrath of} value of my labour, which could work out to thousands of pounds. Of course, | don’t get PAID 
the Prime Wanker. , , thousands of pounds an hour - | only get a measly wage, the crumbs from the table. This is how 
Berlusconi s mouth just can't SOP. capitalism works, it exploits the workers and makes its profits from not paying the workers the full 
spewing nonsense, you would know if iA lieRGRINeICNOHC 
besa ie a ed thes pearl ee This is why socialists believe in working class control of industry - with no profits or fat cat bonus- 
es. The boss of HSBC USA earns £37 million a year, while the bank clerks in the branches or the 


“Judges and magistrates are all mad, 
furthermore, you have to be anthro- call centres earn around £7 an hour. But who do you think really earns the money for the bank? 
by nomis in sheffield 


AMIEKICA OUT OF The MIDDLE EAST 


magistrate." The problem, he says is 

that communist judges and journal- 

ists are all plotting against him, try- 
America, being the most 
powerful nation that has 
ever existed, can do noth- 


ing to accuse him unjustly of a life- 
ing but exercise its power nation which allowed 


time of crimes: ‘In Sicily’ the para- 
noid PM carries on ‘Communist magis- 

over smaller, weaker ee in and was 
nations. For years it has g* 


trates have created against me an 
exploited, bought out and 


offense that isn't in the Italian 
statute book: “external collaboration 

brought imperialism to the ah et, I % heartless killers. When 
Middle East. Ithassetupthe =@ +» ty ae % : sca ; |\ dom) for free- 


beats all the other 


be more appropriate. After suggest- 
ing German MEP Shultz should be 
running a concentration camp it is 
now the turn of Italian magistrates 


less amount. When the 
Palestinian resistance turns 
its bombs on the Israeli 
army only, it will gain sup- 
port because they will no 
. longer be seen by the 
y= ==. ignorant masses as 


see cruise missiles rain 
down on Israel for defying 
the UN? No! Whilst Iraq, a 





12th. When asked if Mussolini was a 
bit like Saddam Hussein the outraged 
Premier spilled the beans: “Mussolini 
didn't really kill anybody, he actually 
sent Jews and the opposition on holi- 
day near the border, in a place that 


with mafia associations”. Damn, KGB 
kinda stuff! 

military state of Israel to dom, you cannot 
control the region more 


But the best came 2 days after (he 
is the fastest bullshit shooter 

effectively. It does this all meg 
in the name of fuelling its 


Wanker of the Month) on September 
own economy. It has given 


weapons 


is now really exclusive." We were yet 
to hear this Travel Agent version of 
the DUCE. We can only hope that the 
Jews and other guests of the resort 


got the time to thank Mussolini 


between a swim and a fish barbecue. 
Of course then, opponents such as 
Matteotti, Rosselli and Gramsci must 


have died of the flu...or maybe 
Saddam Hussein killed them. 


Berlusconi's exploits are always a mix 
of real ignorance and calculated tac- 
tics. He's filling newspapers with his 
gaffes and the reaction to them so 
that the real issues, like the welfare 
and pension reforms, the latest tax 
relief for the rich and his inability to 
govern, don t get in. The fault for his 
bad government lays with the usual 
communist conspiracy and with the 
magistrates: “I either govern or 


answer accusations from magis- 


trates." Yeah, the people investigat- 
ing his crimes are obviously to blame 


if Italy is going down the pan. 








BY FRANCESCA IN PECKHAM 
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Israel the means to segre- 
gate, kill, imprison and 
destroy the Palestinians, 
burning their homes to the 
ground and forcing them to 
leave their homeland. Then, 
when Palestinians fight back 
against their oppressors 
and are driven to blow 
themselves up, who is 
blamed? The victim. When a 
child is beaten by a man, do 
we hate the child for fight- 
ing back? No! If you take a 
person’s home, you cannot 
shoot them for wanting it 
back and refusing to give 
up. 

Israel is led by Sharon, a 
man who was on trial for 
crimes against humanity in 
1982. It is the ONLY nation in 
the Middle East that has not 
and will not sign the nuclear 
non-proliferation treaty 
and does not allow weapons 
inspectors on its soil. Do we 
see B-52’s demonstrating 
“shock and awe" over the 
skies of Tel Aviv? No! Do we 


by America(same ~- 
as Israel), was ) 
bombed to the 

ground. Did they 

find any evidence of 
weapons of mass 
destruction? No! America 
lies to everybody. 

But if the suicide bombers 
continue to attack civilian 
targets, the press will con- 
tinue to call the Palestinians 
‘terrorists’ and give a rea- 
son for Israel’s merciless 
attacks on the West Bank 
and Gaza. The resistance 
needs to target military 
targets only. By not killing 
innocent Israelis but sol- 
diers trained to kill 
Palestinians, the world’s 
opinion of the Intifada will 
change. Whilst attacking 
civilians, they will never 
gain support. Israel always, 
ALWAYS tries to justify the 
killing of children by saying 
the target was a "leading 
Hamas operative”, of which 
there seems to be a limit- 


directly taking 

your freedom. Yes, all citi- 
zens of Israel live on stolen 
land and support the army 
of their country by paying 
taxes. But, in the eyes of the 
world, the citizens of Israel 
are not guilty and do not 
deserve to be blown up. 
Soldiers, whose sole pur- 
pose is to oppress the 
Palestinians, are not "inno- 
cent”. By attacking only 
military targets, the Intifada 
can gain support and lose its 
“terrorist” label. One step at 
a time, we must get free- 
dom for the Palestinians and 
all those oppressed by the 
west and capitalism. 


by jack in manchester 





REVISIONISM AND MARXIST THEORY... 


Revisionism tries to take 
away the fundamental con- 
cepts of Marxism and 
devalue aspects of it by 
watering down the more 
radical elements. An exam- 
ple of a revisionist 
organisation would be the 
Labour Party, which 
belonged to the Second 
International — an inter- 
national grouping of 
social democratic parties. 
The Labour Party was 
formed with the idea that 
you can reach socialism 
through parliamentary 
methods. However in revis- 
ing Marxism and loosing 
its revolutionary method, 
the Labour Party was des- 
tined to fail the working 
class. 


Why? Because what they 
proposed would never put 
an end to capitalism, 
which is what Marxism 
tries to get rid off in 
the first place. The rea- 
son Marxism is revolution- 
ary is because it is based 
on dialectical materialist 
theory. It scientifically 
looks at the world around 
us and analyses the real 
forces within society — 
class forces. 


It is only by taking a 
revolutionary road that we 
will ever get rid of a 
system that we all hate. 
We are all too aware of 
what revisionism leads to 
and that is why we take a 
stand against it, because 
it is a betrayal of the 
working class. Just look 
at where the Labour Party 
ended up! Their methods 
would never conceivably 


rid the world of capital- 
ism; instead they aim to 
reform certain aspects of 
Capitalism and in doing so 
people begin to accept the 
oppression that they face 
because it wasn’t as bad 
as it used to be. 


All this is pretty evi- 
dent, but it is not just 
revisionism that we need 
to be wary about, there is 
a grave threat to the rev- 
olutionary movement 
itself. 


There is a tendency to 
think, that ‘in order to 
counter revisionism we 
must make sure that the 
works of Marx, Engels, 
Lenin and Trotsky (the 
"classic" Marxist writers) 
are followed precisely. In 
practice, this means we 
must discipline our par- 
ties and not stray from 
what was said in those 
books because, if we do 
then that would be revi- 
Sionist.' 

This statement appears to 
have logic behind it but 
it is wrong. 


As Marx and Engels said... 
As founders of Marxism, 
they laid down the basics 
and it was up to people 
after them to ‘enrich’ 
Marxist theory and add to 
it. After all a lot of 
things have changed since 
the time of Marx and 
Engels and how could they 
predict the future and 
adapt to different devel- 
opments and situations? 
"HEY!" Some socialists 
shout "ISN'T THAT BEING 
REVISIONIST?’ Again a log- 


ical answer at first 
glance but this claim is 
not true... 


If you consider for exam- 
ple Capital by Marx... The 
book is a true classic; it 
is a criticism of capital- 
ism that rings true today. 
Capital will never go out 
of date because the basic 
principles of capitalism 
are the same today as they 
were then. However capi- 
talism itself has devel- 
oped a lot since the book 
was written and it has 
found new ways of sustain- 
ing itself and resisting 
socialism. 


To overthrow the system, 
socialism needs to update 
itself too. The aim is to 
enrich Marxist theory and 
ADD TO IT, discussing and 
arguing different problems 
to find a solution through 
our own experiences. This 
process is not revision- 
ism, which betrays Marxism 
by TAKING AWAY the funda- 
mentals and is a step away 
from working class jus- 
tice. But ‘enrichment’ 
which ADDS to Marxism 
through experience both 
past and present. 
Enrichment works as long 
as the fundamentals are 
kept to. 


The process is also cru- 
cial in the battle against 
Stalinism. In Stalin’s 
Soviet Union the works of 
Marx and Lenin were 
reduced to a dogma. 
Stalin's twisted carica- 
ture of ‘communism' (which 
was a million miles away 
from communism) was seen 


by ben in south east london 





as the 

"ulti- 

mate 

truth" and 

couldn’t be questioned by 
anyone. Unfortunately 


today there exist some 
socialist parties that see 
the works of Marx, Engels, 
Lenin and Trotsky as an 
‘instruction manual of how 
to build socialism by fol- 
lowing rules religiously. 
These parties are also 
keen in limiting internal 
debate and having everyone 
follow what the leaders at 
the top say or do. This is 
a dangerous way to run a 
party and will lead to a 
dictatorship like Stalin. 


At REVOLUTION things are 
set so everyone’s view 
counts and together we 
work things out as a 
group. 


Enrichment is the way to 
fight Stalinism and revi- 
Sionism and progress to a 
real communist society. 
The democratic discussions 
of how to defeat capital- 
ism through revolution 
today will be similar to 
the debates of how to 
build a world fit for 
everyone when the commu- 
nist dream becomes a real- 
icy. 





Education, education, education was Tory Blair’s slogan when he 
first got elected. Instead we’ve had stress, stress and yet more 
stress as the "new" Labour government has piled on exams. Since 
then the only education going on is everybody learning how little 
the Government really cares about ‘education, education, educa- 
tion’ and how much they enjoy screwing people over. 


School children as young as 7, instead of being taught how to think 
and express themselves are being trained to pass supposedly nec- 


essary assessment tests and jump through hoops. Subjects involv- 








ing anything remotely creative like art, music 
and drama are being shoved aside in 
favour of more testable subjects like 
English & Maths. 


Ever since the Tories introduced the 
SATS exams they’ve been used to kick 
around schools and make a quick buck 
for the money hungry private exam 


boards (Y’know the ones that messed up the exam results to make 


themselves look better) 


SATS exams have never been about education. More time is spent 
on training children to pass the tests than is spent teaching any 
actual subject! League tables are used to name and shame 
schools that fail to meet the Government’s bullshit standards with- 
out taking into account what sort of improvements the children 


themselves have made. 


All of this is again done to make the Government look bigger and 
better in the eyes of the public and to allow the introduction of per- 
formance related pay, yet another way to kick around teachers. 
This is no way to give children a real education (Unless you want 
them to feel like failures) If schools and education’s are to really 
meet the educational needs of anyone then it needs to be freely 


accessible to all. 


by james in east london 
3 & REVOLUTION 


Viva Che (rad resistance: 





Every day the Iraqi people are finding 
out the true costs of the so-called "lib- 
eration" of their country by the benevo- 
lent Bush administration. The anti war 
movement has been proved right. Far 
from bringing about democracy in Iraq 
the imperialist powers have set up a mili- 
tary junta to "provisionally" run the coun- 
try. They have also set up a powerless 
and spineless Iraqi National Congress 
(INC) that is full of all the right people 
for the Americans - bourgeois and petty 
bourgeois intellectuals, tribal leaders and 
Islamists who are happy |i 
to sing a pro-American 
Tune. 

And as for Weapons 
of Mass Destruction 
(WMD)? What WMD? 
They never existed. It 
was a lie - a lie that was 
used by our govern- 
ments to persuade us 
that we were in direct 
danger from Saddam 
Hussein's regime. To say 
that Iraq, economically 
and socially crippled by 
ten years of dehumanis- 
ing sanctions at the 
hands of the United 
Nations, represented a 
threat to the colossal 
military-industrial com- 
plex of the United 
States and its ally 
Britain was always a sick 
joke. 

One brutal dictator has F 
been got rid of and what} 
has been the replace- 
ment? The biggest and most brutal dicta- 
torial force on the globe - the United 
States of America which economically, 
militarily and politically controls our 
world. Some of the more articulate mem- 
bers of the Bush regime openly admit 
their plans. They want a "New American 
Century" - and even have a fancy website 
dedicated to their "project"! 

And what of the other foreign powers? 
Britain satisfies itself with the crumbs 
off America's top table. France and 
Germany look on with envy at America's 
cake and strive to build a European impe- 
rialist power that can challenge America 
for global supremacy. And then, amongst 
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that wobbles between Europe and 
America, knowing that it is far too weak 
to challenge either. 

We live in a world where the 
richest and most powerful countries do 
what ever they can to maintain their 
dominance. This means attacks - in mili- 
tary and economic form - on the impover- 
ished world and even sometimes, as we 
saw so brutally twice in the first half of 
the last century, on each other. 
Marxists have a word for this system 
under which we live - we call it imperial- 


Q 


iit 


ism. It is the highest stage of capitalism. 
The dividing up of the world by the most 
advanced imperialist states while the 
rest of the world is left powerless. 
Regular readers will know that 
REVOLUTION fights against the capital- 
ist system as a whole. We want to over- 
throw it once and for all, and establish a 
socialist society without wage slavery, 
exploitation, alienation, racism and war. 
This means we join in all struggles 
against the imperialists wherever they 
exist. Always fighting for our ideas and 
always calling on the working class to rise 
up and win for themselves a better world. 
So, what do we want to happen in 
Iraq? What will we call on the Iraqi 


socialists to do? Well, first of all we 
recognise that the imperialist dictator - 
America - needs to be driven out by any 
means necessary. And what's necessary? 
We argue that socialists in Iraq need to 
fight to win the working class to a mili- 
tant anti-imperialist and socialist pro- 
gramme. We argue for the working class 
to collectively take up arms against the 
occupation. There may be 130 000 troops 
of the imperialist armies in Iraq, but 
there are millions of Iragi workers who - 
if they acted collectively - could smash 

.. |the occupation! 

Some will say that by 
wanting America Inc 

—_ gi out we are siding with 
Sethe terrorists of Al- 

| a y' Qaeda that have 
|, @| launched several 
© et attacks on the imperial- 
ist forces. Most notably 
-— __|with the recent bomb- 
— Wing of the UN embassy. 
} %4{Or worse they will 
§  ‘Jaccuse us of calling on 
socialists to capitulate 
to the Baathists who 
want Saddam Hussein 
back in power. To those 

& qwho accuse us of this 

~~ jour answer is simple. 
_ WVes, socialists in Iraq 
should fight alongside 
the reactionary forces. 
They should fight hard 
and militantly with 
them, but they should 
constantly seek to win 
the masses to revolu- 

. tionary socialism and 
away from the reactionary ideas of Bin 
Laden and co. If they do this - if the 
socialists become the most militant and 
mass force in resisting the occupation - 
the Islamists and the Batthists will 
become irrelevant. They will be con- 
demned to the dustbin of history along 
with the imperialist occupation. 

The Iraqi working class has shown 
through mass demonstrations that they 
recognise that the Americans must be 
driven out. The Islamists and the 
Baathists are - at the moment - the only 
force that is striving to expel the occu- 
pying forces. That is why the working 
class is turning to these reactionary 
forces. Socialists in Iraq need to arm 
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themselves to fight the occupation. They need to enter into a unit- 
ed front with all forces that want rid of the imperialists. By a 
united front we mean that they must unite in action and action 
alone. The only conditions to such unity being that the socialists 
maintain the right to produce their own propaganda that will of 
course be critical of the reactionary politics of fundamentalist 
Islam. 


We call for a mass mobilisation of women to confront the troops. 


This will encourage women to participate in the resistance and 
force the Islamists to relax their oppressive laws against women. 
In fighting for the liberation of their people, women will also be 
fighting for their liberation within society. 

We also call for the mass mobilisation of youth to go to the fore 
against the oppressors - like we have seen in Palestine. 

We do not separate the struggle against imperialism from the 
struggle for socialist revolution. That's why we want a mass revolu- 
tionary socialist movement to be built in Iraq that's first task is to 
drive out America and as it does so overthrow capitalism. But fail- 
ing this we still recognise that a defeat for the imperialists would 
be a victory for the workers of the world, even if the resistance 
is led by reactionary forces. Why? Because if America gets driven 
out by the Iraqi people - whoever leads them to victory - it will 
send them a clear message and they will think twice about invading 
another state. It will be a huge blow to their pomp and prestige, 
and a victory to the workers of the USA who, while the war is 
fought abroad, have found their civil liberties and limited social 
welfare attacked by the same rulers at home. 

We must encourage the Iraqi Marxists take a lead in the resist- 
ance and win the masses to their ideas. If the working class drives 
out America on their heals, a new workers state of workers coun- 
cils could be born that set as its task the overthrow of capitalism 
once and for all through global revolution. Such a state would act 
as a beacon of light to all humanity. Viva the Iraqi resistance! May 
it lead to socialist revolution! 


%*& Smash the occupation! 

* Fight for the withdrawal of the imperialist forces! 

* General strike to oust the imperialists! Seize the factories and 
oil rigs and put them under workers control! 

%*& Sends arms and money to the heroic resistance fighters! 











rag ‘aiter 
the occupation’ rg 


Long after the US and British occupying armies have 
gone, Iraq will remain an occupied country. The corpo- 
rate press talk of the liberation of Iraq. Many of us 
recognise that this only means economic liberalisation. 
This is neo-liberal occupation, but an occupation, none 
the less. The power and control will stay firmly in the 
hands of rich US businessmen. 


The Ccurrent) US viceroy of Iraq, L Paul Bremer III, 
has stated his intentions clearly: Iraq is "open for 
business". The US is using the World Economic Forum, 
rather than the World Bank, to achieve its privatisa- 
tion goals. The World Economic Forum is a private 
organisation with no experience or authority to take 
over a nations economy. According to Greg Palast, 
author of The Best Money Democracy Money Can Buy, 
compared to Paul Bremer and the World Economic 
Forum, the World Bank is a wonderful institution. 
That’s how bad it is! The US indicate that there is no 
time for the World Bank’s indirect methods. The grab 
for assets has to be done before a government is elect- 
ed, because any Iraqi government is going to want to 
maintain some Iraqi ownership over Iraqi resources. 


The Iraqi oil industry will be run just like a corpora- 
tion, complete with a US CEO and a board of directors. 
They have already indicated that Iraq might not 
"choose" to remain in OPEC, which would serve the US 
aim of breaking the oil cartel. Halliburton was given a 
secret, no-bid contract and control of Iraqi oil opera- 
tions even before the first bomb was dropped. 


Iraq’s agricultural industry will be run primarily by 
Dan Amstutz, former senior executive of the Cargill 
Corporation and the biggest grain exporter in the 
world. Amstutz’s rules allow wealthy countries to 
dump their subsidy-backed agricultural surpluses on 
world markets. 


Iraqi media is being overhauled by Robert Reilly, for- 
mer director of Voice of America. The plan is to contin- 
ue to run the media in Iraq to favour the state; the 
only difference is that the "state" is no longer Saddam 
Hussein’s regime, but is now the Bush administration 
and its free market dogma. Press censorship is contin- 
uing as ever with new us rules and strict punishment 
for those media sources that break them. 


Bechtel is in control of privatising Iraq’s water. A com- 
pany that installed one of the nuclear power plant 
reactors backwards in California. 


The list goes on... We can compare the current situa- 
tion to that of South Africa in the not so distant past: 
"The reason apartheid fell is because the whites didn’t 
need it any more to maintain control," said one South 
African activist. "They just privatised everything, and 
who do you think runs the corporations? They didn’t 
need apartheid anymore, they had capitalism". Lets 
not let Iraq be the next chapter in that history. 


DEMONSTRATE against all types of US occupation in 
Iraq on Saturday the 27th of September. We call on 
the US to not only withdraw its troops, but its big busi- 
ness and corporate power. Let Iraqis reconstruct Iraq, 
funded by the US and not Iraqi oil. 

by sue in walthamstow 
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by marcus in south london 


BLATIR’S OW FRE 


In October 2002, months before the US mil- 
itary showered Iraq with bombs and mis- 
siles, the Pentagon secretly agreed with 
Vice President Dick Cheney's old company 
Halliburton to give the world's second 
largest oil services company total control 
over Iraq's oil fields. This was at a time 
when war was still officially "just an option" 
that Iraq could avoid by fully disclosing its 
alleged weapons of mass destruction 
(WMDs). Cynics might suggest that this is 
proof - if proof were needed - that George 
Bush wanted war all along, and that the 
war in Iraq was as much about controlling 
the world's second largest oil reserves as 
about overthrowing the regime of Saddam 
Hussein. 


Moreover, months after the fall of Saddam 
Hussein and the during the US occupation, 
no WMDs have yet been found, while for- 
mer UN weapons inspector Hans Blix has 
claimed that Iraq destroyed most of its 
weapons in the mid-1990s, and that, if 
Saddam's regime was deceiving anyone 
about WMDs, then the deception was the 
idea that Iraq still in fact had them. 


Meanwhile, for the Iraqi people, the situa- 
tion continues to worsen. Basic public serv- 
ices like electricity and running water have 
still not been restored and in some areas 
are now even less reliable than during the 
worst periods under the UN sanctions 
regime. The "fair and free" elections that 
US General Jay Garner promised would be 


ee 
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held within 90 days of the US victory have 
not materialised, while a powerless Iraq 
Governing Council (IGC) has been hand- 
picked by the country's new dictator, US 
"Civilian Administrator" Paul Bremer to col- 
laborate with the occupiers. Naturally, the 
resistance to the occupation continues, and 
with it, the daily toll of death and repression 
indiscriminately inflicted by the occupiers on 
the hostile population. 


And yet, for some reason, this is not the 
issue that is hotly debated by the British 
public. For some reason, we are to believe 
that, if there should be any controversy, 
then it should be about what happened to 
the British arms inspector, Dr David Kelly. 


The story is simple enough. Tony Blair's 
public case for war was that Iraq had 
WMDs and represented a serious threat to 
the world's safety and security. To "prove" 
this case, he published intelligence docu- 
ments about Iraq's weapons programme, 
except that, because they were very thin on 
convincing evidence, they had to be "sexed 
up" to make Saddam seem more of a threat 
than he actually was. Some people in the 
intelligence community, Dr Kelly among 
them, had misgivings about such a political 
use of intelligence material and expressed 
their concerns to the press. Due to bad 
reporting by Andrew Gilligan, the BBC jour- 
nalist who broke the story, there was some 
confusion as to whether Dr Kelly was or 
was not the source for the most controver- 


sial claims. Nevertheless, Kelly's name was 
leaked by the Ministry of Defence and he 
was made to suffer public humiliation after 
being questioned by a committee of MPs 
investigating allegations that Tony Blair had 
"spinned" the country into war. Following 
this humiliation, Kelly apparently committed 
suicide. 


What began as a controversy about "media 
spin" has become the ultimate example of 
it. The issues now, it would appear, are all 
about the government's public relations and 
whether or not the BBC acted improperly in 
publishing its story and defending Gilligan 
after his story was contradicted by Number 
Ten's spin-meister, Alastair Campbell. The 
real issues: about Britain and America's 
plans for the Middle East, their plans to pri- 
vatise and profiteer from Iraq's economy, 
their support for Israel's war on the 
Palestinian people, their support for reac- 
tionary dictatorships throughout the Middle 
East, their attempts to create a pliant pup- 
pet regime of their own in Iraq, their threats 
against Iran and Syria, have all disap- 
peared in a cloud of smoke. And Dr Kelly, 
from being a faceless bureaucrat whose job 
it was to help Bush and Blair stitch up the 
lraqi people, has become some sort of 
"martyr" to truth and honesty. A better piece 
of public deception could not be imagined. 


We should take every advantage of the 
Hutton enquiry and the facts that emerge 
from it to expose Blair's government for its 
hypocrisy, cynicism and double-dealing. But 
we should not lose face of the real issues. 
Only that way can we make sure that the 
current controversy does not let the war- 
mongers off the hook. 


mowre rab from maSb in eqhada 


protesters gather to seek peace and you respond 
with police 

it seems peace has deceased, and hatred 
increased 

yet some cling to the belief that peace will some 
day come 

but if you have your way there will be none 

in a world of conformity it is not hard to stun 

no we won't respond with guns 

its time the movement has begun 


thats the first one this one is better 


little girls skipping rope run for cover 
ror: LULX-m Colt mel ge) om oLelanl el Meola Mm dal-l am al-r-he ly 


a mother whose main concern is her homestead 
fears your bombs on her head 

a father whose main concern is keeping his family 
well fed, must watch where 

he treads 

for the fear of your bombs on his head 

peace seems the wiser choice but it is the other 
path you walk instead 

i guess in a millennium welll know if we all end up 
extinct and dead 

these are the thoughts from my mind which i 
have said 

i hope you here them and stop the blood shed 
it's getting late and i need to go to bed 

but with all of these thoughts its hard to rest my 
at=r-Ne| 



























WORLD TREACHERY 
ORGANISATION 


Talks at the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) summit 
in Cancun, Mexico collapsed 
in chaos earlier this month 
following the refusal of the 
imperialist nations to cut 
huge subsides given to farm: 
ers and agribusiness. 


Western countries had also 
insisted on beginning talks 
with poorer nations on 
investment and competition 
that would lead to them fur- 
ther opening up their 
economies to competition 
from Western MNC's. 


The breakdown of the negoti- 
ations will come as a blow to 
the champions of further 
trade liberalisation and will 
damage the prestige of the 
WTO. For the Wesiern MNC's 
it was Vital to get greater 
access to markets in the 
South as the economies of 
North America, Europe and 
Japan stagnate. However, for 
the leaders of the semi-colo- 
nial developing world, 'No 
deal was better than a bad 
deal’ . 


in 2001 following talks in 
Doha the WTO had promised 
to phase out subsides by rich 
nations to their farmers, 
reduce or eliminate tariffs 
and give access to medicines 
for all. Two years on, none of 
these promises have been 
honoured. 


Subsides totalling $311ibn 
are still given to farmers and 
agribusiness in North 
America and the EU each 
year to overproduce food- 


stuffs. These are then 
dumped on the world market, 
lowering prices and forcing 
third world farmers out of 
business. 


For example, 25,000 coiion 
producers in America share 
subsides worth $4bn per 
year but produce only $3bn 
worth of cotton! The subse- 
quent 25% drop in world cot- 
ton prices leads to the ruin 
of third world farmers. Sugar 
is three times more expen: 
sive to produce in Europe 
than it would be in Malawi of 
Zambia but large British 
sugar producers can under- 
cut their global rivals thanks 
to an annual subsidy of 
£60,000 each. 


in fact, it is estimated that 
each European family con- 
tributes more than $1,000 a 
year in subsides under the 
Common Agricultural Policy 
which mosily go to the conti- 
nents large rich farms and 
agribusiness. 


Western governments also 
hypocritically demand that 
developing countries lower 
tariffs and open up their mar- 
kets, they want to force poor 
countries to treat foreign 
companies the same way as 
they would domestic indus- 
try. This would pave the way 
for MNC’s to use predatory 
pricing to drive local compa- 
nies out of business. 


Tariffs are used by develop: 
ing countries to protect their 
industries in the face of com- 
petition from more advanced 
economies with a technologi- 
cal edge. Yet whilst the impe- 
Fialists want developing 


jcouniries to remove their 


| jtariffs they maintain their 


jin fact, import taxes 
imposed on goods from 

I ‘fj developing countries are 
four or five times higher 
Aathan tariffs applied on 
“ltvade between rich coun- 
tries. 


Clothing from India is 
taxed at 19% by the US, 
-|whilst countries such as 


Germany pay between 0 
and 1 per cent. A shirt 
made by a Bangladeshi 


times more than a shirt 
made in Britain. Vietnam 
pays more in taxes to US 
customs than the 
Netherlands, which exports 
four times as much to 
America. 


Following the collapse of the 
talks in Seattle four years 
ago, amidst mass demonsira- 
tions and rioting on the 
streets by anti-capitalists 
protesiers, the leaders of 
the developing countries 
have been more prepared to 
take a stand against the 
dominant Wesi. In 
Cancun, a group 
calling itself the 
G21 led by Brazil, 
india and China 
led the way in 
refusing to bow 
to the bullying, 
bribery and black- 
mail. 


Those that hope 
this new found 
muscle can be 
used to win a fair 
deal for the 
worlds poor in the 
future are sadly 
wrong. The WTO, 
was set up by the 
rich Western 
countries, as a 
tool for pushing 
their own inter- 
esis, anything 
that seriously 
challenges them 
will not be tolerated. 


The leaders of the semi-colo- 
nial, developing countries 
cannot be trusted to safe- 
guard the interests of the 
poor. President Lula of Brazil 
whose Workers Party swept 
to power last year has 
already started attacking the 


worker would be taxed 20 


MST, the landless peasants 
movement, who formed one 
of the bedrocks of his sup- 

port. 


it is the world-wide anti-capi- 
talist movement, emerging 
over the last five years, 
which has really turned the 
spotlight on to the injustices 
of global trade rules. Allied 
with the trade union and 
peasant movements in 
Mexico they have again been 
protesting on the streets of 
Cancun in their thousands. 


One Korean farmer climbed 
the barricades that surround: 
ed the summit venue and 
committed suicide by stab- 
bing himself in the chest. He 
was protesting at WTO-dicitat- 
ed policies in South Korea 
which have driven many 
farmers to ruin. 


This movement must fight for 
the complete abolition of 
subsides to the large farms 
and agribusiness of the 
Wesi, and the complete 
removal of obstacles that 
prevent small farmers from 
the developing nations sell- 
ing their produce in the 
West. 





Even this though, will not be 
enough. Only a planned econ: 
omy that rationalises food 
production and distribution 
can ensure an end to the 
anarchy of capitalism. 


BY KULUIP IN CLAPHAM 
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Stop the war on Asylum Seekers 





Last month, around 30 refugees were 
forced to set up makeshift camps out- 
side the offices of the Refugee Council 
in Brixton. In the first few days, one 
asylum seeker told me that he was 
forced to eat out of dustbins and had 
no access to a toilet except in the local 
park. He had arrived here from Irag to 
seek asylum after he refused to join an 
Islamic group who were recruiting in 
his town. He told me, "They think if you 
don't join them you are against them 
so they kill you." His wife is still in lraq 
and he had hoped that she would be 
able to join him once his claim was 
successful. However, when he arrived 
he was told that he had taken "up to 20 
minutes after landing in this country to 
claim asylum" and therefore has no 
access to the National Asylum Support 
Service (NASS) under Section 55. 


she watches me." 


Others who had also been refused 
support under Section 55 decided that 
they would sleep outside the offices of 
the refugee council to show people 
what was happening to them. They 
used bits of cardboard to sleep on and 
found food where they could. They had 
access to food and water during the 
day from the Refugee Council offices, 
but at night they were left to their own 
devices. A woman from Eritrea told me, 
"| have come here because | cannot 


The People’s Assembly: 


The People’s Assembly in London at the end of the August was a 
brilliant opportunity for everyone who had been involved in 
struggles against war, against racist anti-asylum policies, and 
against privatisation to get together to make our struggles 
stronger and assess where we’re going and how we can make 
sure we get there. 


But we didn’t. Instead we sat and listened to long speeches from 
the platform that argued that the war had been wrong, and the 
Labour government had lied to us about why they did it. Now, 
maybe I expect too much, but a whole day spent reminding each 
other that the anti-war movement was against the war didn’t 
seem like a step forward to me. 


Right at the end of the day, participants got the opportunity to 
vote on a declaration and some resolutions that had been put to 
the assembly. The declaration called for a public enquiry into the 
government’s war policy, and asked that the government adopt a 
“foreign policy based on principles of peace and social justice”. 
Wouldn’t anyone who was on the massive demonstrations on the 
15th February have an idea that asking nicely might not be 
enough? And if it’s not, what are we going to try instead? 


One way of uniting all the struggles and single issue campaigns 
and making them stronger is to form social forums across the 


country. These could keep up the momentum 
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stay in my country anymore and now | Fen 
am forced to sleep in the streets in a a, ¥ . 4 Eg 
country | do not aknow with men | do ee 
not know. | am very frightened of what 
the men might do to me. | have now 
met another women who also sleeps 
on the street with us. She sleeps at 
night and | watch her, then | sleep and 


Eventually local churches and 
mosques ended up taking these peo- | | 
ple in; many got access to NASS sup- ‘ ! 
port after the media exposed what was | 
happening. However, every day the 
numbers of refugees being denied sup- 
port under section 55 is rising. 


What is Section 55? 

The Labour government implemented 
Section 55 in early January 2003. This 
new section of the Nationality, 
Immigration and Asylum Act 2002(NIA 
Act) allows the Home Office to deny 
asylum seekers access to NASS sup- 
port if they feel that they did not apply 
for asylum "as soon as reasonably 
possible." It means that refugees who 
are refused have no access to accom- 
modation or food whilst their asylum 
claim is being considered - this can 
sometimes take up to a year and 
therefore they have to sleep rough. 
Section 55 is just the latest attack on 
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refugees by Labour and there are more 
attacks to come - including the cessa- 
tion of free access to health care. 
Whilst we have to stop these attacks 
on the basic needs of refugees, we 
also need to challenge the racist lies of 
the Sun and the Daily Mail that are 
adding fuel to the fire. These lies - 
which are encouraged by David 
Blunkett's policies - incite racism and 
hate and feed the growth of the BNP. 
We have to expOse the government’s 
policies as the reason for the lack of 
housing, education and health care. 
Labour cannot be allowed to scape- 
goat asylum seekers for the problems 
they have created. 

by rekha in streatham 
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of the anti-war movement, and allow their members to exchange 
ideas and plan actions. This would mean that if another national 
People’s Assembly was called it would have real national roots in 
social forums around Britain. Any decisions it made would be 
more meaningful because there would be groups in existence to 
carry them out - then perhaps we could stop asking the Labour 
government to get things done for us. 


A resolution from Cardiff Social Forum called on the Assembly and 
the coalition to set up and build social forums around the country. 
Despite the SWP voting against it, this resolution was passed — but 
not before the chair had reminded us that the Assembly didn’t 
actually have the power to require the Stop the War coalition to 
do anything anyway. So, it’s up to us. 


Revolution members have been involved in trying to build the 
social forums in Manchester, Cardiff and Sheffield. We want to try 
to build strong, democratic forums elsewhere too. Get in touch if 
you have experiences of working in a forum or if you would like 
to know more about them, and come with us to the European 
Social Forum in Paris St. Denis 12th-16th November where we will 
be meeting up with Revolution groups from across Europe and 
planning our next moves. Contact info@worldrevolution.org.uk 
for more information. What do YOU think? Discuss social forums on 
our web board at www.worldrevolution.org.uk. 
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The Leeds ANL (the anti-racist front organisation of the Socialist 
Workers Party) called a "Unity" meeting to set up a broad anti-fas- 
cist united front, finally admitting that the scale of the BNP threat in 
the upcoming 2004 council elections is so great that it can’t tackle 
the issue alone. Everyone agreed that we should set up a Leeds 
Unity Against Racism and Fascism united campaign, or LUARF. A 
steering committee was set up to get the ball rolling. 


HOW DO WE FIGHT FASCISM? 

While the SWP were really pushing the idea of a steering com- 
mittee, they were less enthusiastic about discussing what policies 
LUARF will have, plus they sidelined proposals for meetings or 
even a conference or teach-in. The major questions were: should 
it have a position on refugees or No Platform and how can we 
unite with MPs and councillors without them using our movement 
to their own vote-winning agenda. People pointed out that while it 
would be excellent to have MP’s and councillors involved, we 
shouldn't let these worthies just show up, speak and use our 
movement to give themselves cred for elections, while not doing 
anything to really fight the BNP — like the Lib Dems did with the 
Stop the War Coalition. They spoke at demos saying they were 
against war in Iraq until it broke out, when they changed sides and 
declared they supported the troops! That's not supporting the 
movement - that's exploiting it. 

Another problem is that often it is these same MPs and council- 
lors who are the ones creating the roots of racism that the BNP 
feeds on. They are the ones responsible for the cuts and privatisa- 
tion that created poverty. It is the mainstream parties that are 
scapegoating refugees and passing draconian laws to keep out 
"asylum cheats". 

For instance, exploiting racism against refugees is the BNP’s 
main tactic, so LUARF should have a clear statement that 
refugees are welcome here. Would anyone who really wanted to 
fight racism - including an MP - really object to that? 

And LUARF needs a clear statement on No Platform — this 
means that we don’t respect the BNP’s democratic right to meet 
and demonstrate because they aren't democratic - they are thugs. 
It needs to stand for self-defence of our actions, stalls, leafleters, 
and our communities from BNP attacks that are already happen- 
ing. MP’s that want to speak at our demos but won’t support nec- 
essary actions such as blockading a BNP meeting and defending 
our blockade if it is attacked — do we really need them? 

The SWPs (they were the main force at the meeting) argued 
against all of this, saying that we should just unite on the basis of 
"anti-racism" without defining what this was. It shouldn’t exclude 
anyone and would be good if even Tory MPs got involved. No 
Platform was for individual groups to have as a policy, not the 
major united front. This model of an anti-fascist alliance would be 
a very weak unity. It might temporarily slow down the BNP, but it 
won't stop them. 


CONNECT THE ISSUES 

Lastly, we need to look beyond an anti-fascist united front, 
important as that is. People are voting BNP because it is a party, 
not a single-issue Campaign, and so it is able to connect things like 
refugees and the increasing NHS waiting lists, lack of teachers, 





crap housing, stagnating wages, unemployment, etc. Any anti-fas- 
cist front at the present time should have a clear statement that 
the government and big business are responsible for tax hikes, 
cuts, poverty, and unemployment - not refugees. On February and 
March antiwar demos the main chant was "Welfare not Warfare", 
and the vast majority cheered anti-racist soeeches — this state- 
ment would be positively agreed with by the thousands of people 
LUARF needs to win. 

But ultimately no single-issue campaign can address the huge 
anger at the government and despair of life under capitalism that 
the BNP is exploiting. Only a new workers party could do this in 
the long term. Right now there are millions of ordinary people in 
Britain who aren’t socialist but are pissed off about the war and 
poverty — they could be won to a social forum which could con- 
nect these issues. 


WHAT KIND OF UNITY? 

Anti-fascist United fronts on the lowest common denominator 
that the ANL/SWP would like are becoming typical of the Northern 
cities. Socialists need to help out and be active in them, but also 
need to campaign in them for politics that can really do the job. 
We need to fight for Social Forums locally and a new workers' 
party, so that ultimately we can really connect the issues and 
organise tens of thousands for action. 

That means it's even more important that Revolution campaigns 
independently with our own stalls, literature, and actions to win 
the most radical youth to our banner. That way our voice will be 
louder, and 
we will have 
more of a say 
in united 
fronts. We 
will be able to 
initiate the 
kind of action 
we need 
against racism 
and fascism, 
even if united 
fronts like 
LUARF won't 


do it. 
Andrew in 
Leeds 





















tody in England and not a single police officer has been prosecuted. 
The United Families and Friends Campaign (UFFC) has been set up to 
challenge this system and stop the killings of both black and white 
people in custody. The manner of deaths of relatives has been brutal — 
CS gas, long handled batons, restraining belts and guns are just some 
of the methods which have been used. Although there is often more 
than enough evidence to bring prosecutions against the murdering 
officers, the crown prosecution service has refused to prosecute on 
many occasions or has denied the strength of evidence. This is a major 
perversion of justice. We must unite with families and supporters to 
demonstrate against these atrocities. Join the international day of 
protest on Saturday 25th of October and show them that we will not 
stand for this! 


Saturday 25th October 2003 
Assemble Trafalgar Square 1pm 
Please wear black. 

Further info: 07770 432 439 
www.uffc.org 
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Hardly a few months after the US-brokered 
“Road Map for Peace" was published and a 
cease-fire declared by the main Palestinian 
militant groups, Mahmoud Abbas, George 
Bush’s appointee for Palestinian prime min- 
ister, has resigned, the cease-fire is in tat- 
ters and the Road Map appears to have 
reached a dead-end. And there should be 
no mistake about it: Israeli prime minister 
Ariel Sharon is to blame. 


Sharon and the right-wing extremists in his 
government opposed the Road Map from 
the beginning, while pretending to go along 
with it so as to avoid US censure. They saw 
the successful negotiation of a Palestinian 
cease-fire as a political disaster that 
deprived them of their main objective since 
the beginning of the intifada: the liquidation 
of the Palestinian resistance and the crush- 
ing of the intifada by force. 


They successfully pressured US President 
Bush into declaring Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat an "irrelevance" and "an 
obstacle to peace", only to look on jealously 
at his new relationship with Mahmoud 
Abbas, with whom Bush hoped to negotiate 
a historic sell-out of the Palestinian people’s 
national rights. They did everything humanly 
possible to bring about the collapse of the 
cease-fire and to undermine Abbas’s 
authority amongst his own people - and 
they succeeded. 


This is not because the Road Map itself 
involved any painful concessions on Israel’s 
part. It spoke of the eventual establishment 
of a Palestinian "state" in part of the West 
Bank with limited aspects of sovereignty, 
and security guarantees for Israel. It obliged 
the Palestinians to put an end to "terrorism" 
— in effect asking Abbas to start a 
Palestinian civil war. This almost mirrors 
Israel’s key demands during this recent con- 
flict. Nor was the US serious about placing 
pressure on Israel to reach a peace agree- 
ment — seeing the Road Map merely as a 
way to divert Arab criticism following the 
occupation of Iraq. 


The danger was that the Road Map, if it 
acquired a life of its own, might bring about 
a long-term truce that fell far short of the 
military defeat of the intifada. The exhaust- 
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ed and long-suffering Palestinian people 
would see the cease-fire not as a symbol of 
their defeat but as a sign of their own 
strength and self-confidence, while their 
"leaders" could point to the minimal conces- 
sions sought from the Road Map as the 
concrete achievements of their struggle. 
The Palestinian struggle against the occu- 
pation could pause for breath, take stock of 
its defeats and victories, and re-group. And 
Sharon had no intention of reaching a 
"peace agreement" based on anything less 
than the Palestinians’ abject surrender. 


Additionally, even if it was just a sop to 
international opinion, the Road Map obliged 
Sharon to remove immediately, about 80 
settlement outposts, freeze all settlements, 
stop the building of the wall and withdraw 
the army from all the West Bank towns re- 
occupied by the Israeli army since 
September 2000. Sharon never dreamt of 
fulfiling even one of these obligations. 


The worst part of it was that the popularity 
of the case-fire among ordinary Palestinians 
and Israelis alike had deprived the army its 
freedom of action in the Palestinian territo- 
ries. This was a freedom that Sharon des- 
perately needed to regain if he was to work 
towards his long-term objectives of 
apartheid on the West Bank. 


A way therefore had to be found to under- 
mine the cease-fire in such a way that all 
the blame would fall upon the Palestinians — 
that is, to provoke them into breaking the 
cease-fire. 


This is how it happened. To begin with, 
Israel announced that it would not halt the 
construction of its so-called "security fence" 
that is slowly snaking its way though the 
West Bank, separating Palestinians from 
their land, turning towns like Qalqiliya into 
walled ghettos and effectively annexing 
most of the West Bank to Israel. 


Then, the so-called release of Palestinian 
prisoners produced little more than the 
release of petty criminals and others near- 
ing the end of their sentence. Presented as 
a "good will" gesture unappreciated by the 
ungrateful Palestinians, this was the ulti- 
mate "bad will" gesture. Israel routinely 
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detains hundreds of Palestinians without 
charge to use as bargaining chips in negoti- 
ations, and continues to hold detainees ille- 
gally captured during the incursions of 
"Operation Defensive Shield" in April of last 
year. 


To top this off, Sharon announced that 
Israel was not a party to a cease-fire with 
"terrorists". That is, Israel retained the right 
to arrest and assassinate Palestinian resist- 
ance fighters even when there were no 
attacks taking place on Israeli civilians. 


On August 8, Israeli soldiers killed two 
Hamas militants in Nablus. But the retalia- 
tion was restrained (being restricted to 
attacks on illegal West Bank settlements), 
and Hamas announced that the truce would 
continue. On August 14, the Israeli army 
killed Muhammad Seeder, head of the mili- 
tary wing of Hamas in Hebron, and five 
days later, a suicide bomber from Hebron 
blew himself up in a Jerusalem bus. Two 
days later the army assassinated Ismail 
Abu-Shanab, the fourth ranking leader of 
Hamas, a well-known political leader unin- 
volved in military operations. 


This was the spark that lit the fuse. The 
Palestinian organisations announced that 
they were calling off the truce, and within 
hours the Israeli army had again penetrated 
into the centres of the Palestinian towns, 
starting an orgy of arrests and house demo- 
litions. Everything was back to "normal". 


Today, Sharon talks publicly about "remov- 
ing" Yasser Arafat by force, something that 
could not have been done with the cease- 
fire in place and the Road Map still in force. 
But the real "obstacle to peace" is the occu- 
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